
Motions Questions and Answers: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 30/3/20 
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Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with universities about ensuring best 
practice and consistency across institutions in relation to exams and awards in light 
of COVID-19 restrictions. (S5W-28002) 

John Swinney: As autonomous institutions, universities do not have to follow the 
same pattern for exams. However, we know there is considerable engagement 
across the sector at this time, as institutions try to work together to deal with the 
range of issues arising from the impact of COVID-19. 
The Scottish Funding Council is engaging with institutions on COVID-19 related 
issues on a daily basis and my officials are also speaking regularly with sector 
representatives at this time. 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it is taking to ensure that families receive any additional social care 
support they need to care for disabled children when they are unable to access the 
support they normally receive at school. (S5W-28016) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government issued guidance on 26 March that 
provides further information to support education authorities and schools in their 
considerations and plans in relation to vulnerable pupils, including those with 
complex additional support needs, whilst schools are closed. 
On 23 March the Health Secretary, Jeane Freeman confirmed that local authorities 
have been asked to increase support for care at home, nursing homes and care 
homes to reduce delayed discharges and free up hospital beds. The Health 
Secretary confirmed to CoSLA that, subject to expenditure being aligned to local 
plans, the Scottish Government will meet additional costs to increase support and 
staff capacity in social care. 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the school closures, what measures it has put in place to provide (a) access 
to meals, (b) internet access, (c) an appropriate space to (i) study and (ii) self-isolate, 
if required, and (d) other additional support for children in temporary homeless 
accommodation during the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-28026) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is very grateful for the work that local 
authorities have already done in quickly putting measures in place to provide 
continuing support for vulnerable children and young people. 
Local authorities will be able to use funds from the £70 million Welfare Food fund to 
continue to support all children and young people who receive free school meals. 
This fund is part of a wider £350 million package being made available by the 
Scottish Government to support vulnerable families. 
We have also issued guidance to local authorities to support them with the ongoing 
provision of support to vulnerable pupils, including free school meals for all children 
and young people who are entitled to them. We are working with our local authority 
partners to ensure that this provision is continued to be delivered in a way that meets 
local needs and circumstances, as well as the latest health protection advice. 



Teaching, learning and support will continue in different ways for different groups of 
children and young people and, for the majority, this will be through distance learning 
and online learning. Where appropriate, local authorities will ensure continued care 
and support for vulnerable pupils during the period of school closure. This might be 
through attendance at childcare and learning ‘hubs’ or through other direct contact. 
As part of the £50 million Community Wellbeing Fund announced by the Cabinet 
Secretary for Communities and Local Government, we will provide support to people 
experiencing homelessness to help them to self-isolate. 
Work is currently underway to prioritise the movement of families with children away 
from shared accommodation and into self-contained accommodation. 
Furthermore, our emergency legislation will ensure that there can be no evictions 
from the private rented sector or social rented sector for six months. This is 
particularly important at a time where housing, health and other public services are 
under acute and ongoing pressure. 
 
 


